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Older Toddlers Class Description

(16-23 months of age by September 1)

Philosophy 

Our emphasis is on the development of the individual child as he/she learns to operate in a group setting as well as the needs of the group. We want children to know that God loves them and we exhibit that through our actions of love, kindness and patience. By maintaining consistent routines and practices, we help the child develop trust in others and God. As children learn that caring adults in their lives are trustworthy, they also realize that God is trustworthy. We believe that children taught in a Christian environment with an anti-bias, multi-cultural approach develop into individuals who demonstrate respect for and acceptance of the differences they encounter in others.

Curriculum

We integrate a thematic approach to learning into our monthly lesson plans. The themes and activities are selected to meet and enhance the developmental skills levels of older toddlers and young to middle two-year-olds. The monthly overview, which reflects Christian concepts, is posted on the bulletin board outside the classroom. The bulletin board also includes the class list, snack sign-up and other important information. Please check it daily!
We incorporate language arts, music, creative movement, gross and fine motor activities, art, sensory, as well as age appropriate math and science experiences. At this age children are reaching to gain a sense of autonomy. We encourage this independence by offering the opportunity for children to select toys and activities from the child-sized cabinets in the classroom. Toys and learning materials are rotated frequently as the needs and interests of the children change. We emphasize self-help skills such as hand washing, opening lunches, and dressing according to each child’s level of ability. In addition, bathroom skills are introduced as the children show interest indicating readiness.

Schedule

A typical day…Children are greeted at the door by their teacher and have the opportunity to choose from the interest centers set up in the classroom (art, home living, blocks, table manipulatives, sensory, library). Toys and learning materials are rotated to coincide with the monthly theme and as the interests of the children changes. Following center time the children help clean up the room. *Next comes diapering/toileting time followed by hand washing, a short prayer, and snack time. We then move to group activities, motor room time and outdoor time. We return to the classroom to wash hands again and get ready for lunch. Quiet music is played to set the tone for upcoming rest time. As the children finish their lunch, diapering/toileting occurs before they lie down for rest time. While the children are sleeping, the teachers complete “My Day” sheets or the “Today We” board, which gives you an idea of what your child’s day was like. After rest time, diapering/toileting takes place again. Table activities, songs, fingerplays, and books are offered to engage the children until parents arrive for pick-up (2:15 -2:30 p.m.)

*(Diapering/toileting times are built into the schedule, but also occur as needed.)
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