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Older Infants/Young Toddlers Class Description

(9-15 months of age by September 1)

Philosophy

For many children this may be a first preschool experience. We believe that each child is a unique individual and strive to help him/her progress through each stage of development. We want children to know that God loves them and we exhibit that through our actions of love, kindness and patience. By maintaining consistent routines and practices, we help the child develop trust in others and God. We believe that children taught in a Christian environment with an anti-bias, multi-cultural approach develop into individuals who demonstrate respect for and acceptance of the differences they encounter in others.

Curriculum

Teachers in this class plan activities geared toward the emerging skills of each child. We incorporate language arts, music, creative movement, gross and fine motor activities, art and sensory experiences. Children have the opportunity to develop decision-making skills by selecting toys and materials themselves from the child sized cabinets. Toys and materials are changed frequently as interests of the children change. Language development is very important at this age and teachers encourage it through their interaction with the children: talking to them, singing, reading stories, finger plays, and using puppets. The lesson plans are written with specific goals and objectives in order to meet the needs and interests of the children. The monthly overview, which reflects Christian concepts, is posted on the bulletin board outside the classroom. The bulletin board also includes the class list, snack sign-up and other important information. Please check it daily!
Schedule

A typical day…the children arrive and are greeted at the door by their teachers who immediately get the children involved in the activities planned for the day. After about one hour and the children have played and interacted with one another and the teachers, it is time to change diapers, wash hands, and sit down for a prayer and a snack. Weather permitting, the children are taken outside for a ride on the Bye-Bye Buggy and to play on our small playground. In inclement weather, the children play in the motor room full of equipment and toys appropriate for their age. After returning to the classroom, the children participate in a short group time, and begin preparing for lunch. Quiet music is played to set the tone for upcoming rest time. As the children finish their lunch, diapering/toileting occurs before they lie down for rest time. While the children are sleeping, the teachers complete “My Day” sheets or the “Today We” board, which gives you a thumbnail sketch into your child’s day at New Haven. After rest time, diapers are changed and the children are engaged in books, songs, and finger plays until parents arrive for pick up, which is between 2:15-2:30 p.m.

*(Diapering/toileting times are built into the schedule, but also occur as needed.)

