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Three’s Class Description

(3 years by September 1)

Philosophy

Our emphasis is on the development of the individual child as he/she learns to operate in a group setting. The needs of the group are also emphasized. We want children to know that God loves them and exhibit that through our actions of love, kindness and patience. By maintaining consistent routines and practices, we help the child develop trust in others and God. We believe that children taught in a Christian environment with an anti-bias, multi-cultural approach develop into individuals who demonstrate respect for and acceptance of the differences they encounter in others.

Our emphasis is on the development of the individual child as he/she learns to operate in a group setting as well as the needs of the group. The classrooms are arranged into learning centers (art, dramatic play, fine motor/manipulative, blocks, language arts, music, math & science) Within these centers, the children experience concrete hands-on activities that enable them to become independent, creative, self-reliant problem solvers. The teacher serves as a facilitator of the environment, who encourages both quiet and active child-directed activities. Developing friendships, building trust in others, and learning socialization skills are important focuses at this age. 

Curriculum

The curriculum is based on emerging skills a three-year-old will be developing throughout the school year. We emphasize self-help skills such as hand washing, opening lunches, and dressing. Bathroom self-help skills are being reinforced, with the teacher available when the need arises. Through the use of learning centers, the children begin to make choices and learn to cooperate with others. Play is moving from the parallel play of the 2-year-old to more cooperative play. The thematic unit approach is used and appropriate developmental skills are integrated according to the child’s needs. The monthly overview, which reflects Christian concepts, is posted on the bulletin board outside the classroom. The bulletin board also includes the class list, snack sign-up and other important information. Please check it daily!
Schedule

A typical day…Children are greeted by their teacher and have the opportunity to choose from the interest centers set up in the classroom (art, dramatic play, blocks, manipulatives, sensory, library, etc). Toys and learning materials are rotated to coincide with the monthly theme and as the interests of the children changes. Following center time the children help clean up the room. Next comes bathroom time followed by hand washing, a short prayer, and snack time. We then move to group activities and time in the large motor room and/or on the playground. We return to the classroom to wash hands and get ready for lunch. Quiet music is played to set the tone for upcoming rest time. As the children finish their lunch, bathroom time occurs before they lie down for rest time. While the children are sleeping, the teacher completes the “Today We” board, which gives you an idea of what your child’s day was like. After rest time, table activities, songs, fingerplays, and books are offered to engage the children until parents arrive for pick-up (2:15 -2:30 p.m.)
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